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Introducing a North West Visual Cognition Group 

 

A series of (apparently coincidental) events have culminated in the recent formation of the 

North West Visual Cognition group (NWVC Group). Established academics relocating to 

accept new challenges, mid-career researchers seeking to develop a cooperative community 

and an intellectually stimulating research environment across some of the smaller North 

West institutions, and ambitious early-career researchers looking for support, mentorship 

and direction all found themselves in the same geographical region (the North West of 

England). The common feature? An enthusiasm for visual cognition, eye-movement 

recording methodology, and a desire to work together to share skills, experiences, 

knowledge, and resources. At least to some, 2019 is noteworthy as the year in which a 

group of like-minded academics came together over a shared interest to form the North 

West Visual Cognition (NWVC) group.  

To facilitate the formation of the group, we applied to the British Psychological 

Society Seminar Series Competition and were delighted to be made an award.  Moving 

forward from this, we are very pleased to announce four meetings with seminars that will 

be held over the next two years. The seminars, outlined below, are free to attend and open 

to all. Each seminar will consist of a series of research talks, an opportunity for discussion 

and networking, and poster presentations. The date for each seminar and the names of 

speakers will be announced via the website (https://northwestvisualcog.wixsite.com/nwvc) 

in the months preceding each meeting and we are keen to hear from any researchers who 

may be interested in presenting work at the seminars. We encourage those at an early stage 

in a research project to present their work as the meetings will provide a friendly and 

supportive setting in which to discuss theory, experimental design and analyses, gain 

feedback and explore future ideas for experimental work. Funds have been set aside to 

cover the travel costs for a limited number of attendees and those interested in attending 

the seminars and/or presenting their work should contact Catherine Thompson at the 

University of Salford (c.thompson@salford.ac.uk) for further information. 

The series of seminars, entitled Eye movements and real-world behaviour, focuses 

on the application of eye-tracking to a variety of research settings and how this powerful 
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method can be used to objectively measure processing, behaviour, and interactions in the 

real world. We anticipate that a number of leading international researchers will engage 

with our efforts and will make presentations over the course of the seminar series (at this 

stage, we have confirmation that Professor Kyle Cave, University of Massachusetts and 

Professor Monica Castelhano, Queens University will be involved.  We anticipate a number 

of others senior figures in the field will also feature in the seminar series).   

The first seminar, Eye movements, language, and development is scheduled for 

February 2020 and will be hosted at the University of Central Lancashire. Eye-tracking has 

transformed the field of human language processing and its change over the life span and 

this will be illustrated in the research presented. We anticipate that talks will cover a 

number of topics including speech perception, reading, cross-cultural differences, 

processing development and change with age. Our second seminar, Eye movements and 

visual attention, will be held in June 2020 at Liverpool Hope University.  This seminar will 

provide a valuable opportunity to discuss the influence of a variety of factors on attentional 

allocation and eye movement behaviour during visual search, engaging with issues such as 

cognitive control, scene perception and memory, and anxiety.  

Moving into the 2020-2021 academic year we will hold seminars in October 2020 at 

the University of Salford, and March 2021 at Edge Hill University. The third seminar, Visual 

Cognition and Spectatorship, will provide an overview of how knowledge and expertise 

affect an observer’s representation of the world. Topics such as aesthetic appraisal, 

cognitive style, and navigation through familiar and unfamiliar environments will feature. 

The final seminar of the series, Eye-tracking: Applications, will emphasise the 

methodological issues and consider potential applications of eye movement recording 

methods in relation to the assessment of visual processing in real-world situations. This 

seminar will showcase the use of eye-tracking to improve performance, safety, health, and 

wellbeing with presentations on the benefits of eye-tracking for improving prosthesis-use, 

medical diagnosis, and security screening amongst others. 

The seminars provide an excellent opportunity to understand the wealth of research 

in the field of visual cognition and eye-tracking that is currently underway in the North West 

and beyond. The establishment of a regional NWVC group offers academics with interests in 

this area an opportunity to take time out of their busy schedule and immerse themselves in 

high quality, academic discussions that pertain directly to current research activities.  We 



offer a supportive and nurturing environment in which researchers at all levels, from 

postgraduates to established academics, will feel comfortable discussing their ideas and 

their work, being able to receive help, advice and guidance in their current and future 

efforts. We intend to work hard to offer a truly collaborative forum.  

The BPS Seminar Series is just the first in what we hope will be a number of exciting 

activities organised by the NWVC group. To mark the official launch of the group we will be 

hosting an informal event at the University of Salford on Thursday 12th December (a small 

drinks reception and the opportunity to go to dinner). Again, all interested parties who wish 

to learn more about the group are should feel free to attend - we welcome views on the 

establishment of the NWVC group. If you would like to join the group and attend the launch 

event please email c.thompson@salford.ac.uk. 
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